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September 14, 2015
 Dear Room 10 Parents,

I look forward to seeing you at Back-To-School Night on this Thursday, September 10th. It is important that each child has at least one parent attend. I will be going over the 4th grade curriculum, class procedures, and questions you may have.
· Looking Ahead:

September 14th & 23rd – No school for students – Local holidays

September 17th – Picture Day 10:15 am
September 18th – Meadows Spirit Rally - Wear Meadows Gear and/or baseball gear (Hats,etc) and Movie Night

October 5th – Staff Development Day. No school for students.

October 26th-30th – Goal Setting Conferences. Minimum days for students – Dismissal at 12:30 pm.

November 30-December 4th – F & P Assessments- Minimum days for students: Dismissal at 12:30.  We will schedule a time in the afternoon for your child to be assessed. Sign-up genius will come as we get close for you to sign your child up. 

· Homework:
Homework will be assigned on a day-to-day basis. It should be completed and turned in the following day, unless otherwise specified. Each student will receive a homework planner/reading log at the beginning of the week. This will be used to record daily homework assignments and nightly reading entries and is to be signed by a parent/or guardian and returned each Friday.
This week your child should find a grade-appropriate chapter book to read. Each student is required to read 60 minutes a week over 3 days for homework. In addition, they need to write a “gist” about what they have read. The reading log along with more specific directions is on the back of the weekly planner which will be in your child’s portfolio. The reading log requires a parent signature and must be turned in first thing Friday morning.

· Fill out The Reading Log: Read 60 minutes per week over 3 nights and 3 “gists”- due on Friday of each week
· Daily Math homework (No more than 20 minutes per night)

· Study for Wordly Wise Spelling Test
· Please have your child bring in headphones or earbuds to use with the iPads and in computer lab. Placing them in a ziplock bag with their name on it is helpful. 
· Reading Workshop: 

These wee we will begin Unit I in Reading Workshop: Interpreting Characters: The Heart of the Story.  This unit focuses on the book The Tiger Rising by Kate DiCamillo. 
· Wordly Wise:
This week we will continue our spelling and vocabulary curriculum using the Wordly Wise 3000 program, Lesson 2. There will be a spelling test on these words on Friday, September 18th. This week’s words are: affect, calculate, climate, column, decay, exceed, forbid, grove, limb, mammoth, mature, permit, resist, scorch, tower.  Your child can access the Wordly Wise website at http://www.wordlywise3000.com/ if they would like to practice online. 
· Writing:

This week we will continue launching Writing Workshop.  This week students begin drafting their personal narratives. Students should also make sure to bring their journals to school each day. 
· Social Studies:

Last week we completed sections 1-2 in Chapter 1 in the textbook. We will work this week Chapter 1 section 3 of the text, and students will begin working in groups on an assignment related to the 4 different regions in California: the coast, the mountains, the desert, or the central valley.  
· Science:

This week students will begin the Life Science unit. Chapter 1 in the text is Living Things Need Energy.  The four lessons within the chapter are: Lesson 1: Plants and Sunlight, Lesson 2: Food Chains, Lesson 3: Food Webs, and Lesson 4: Microrganisms.
Science lab continues this week. Our lab time is from 10:55-11:55 on Thursdays. If you are interested in volunteering, please go the link that Mrs. Michael has created:  www.meadowsschool.org students Science lab (on the right hand side) our classroom.
· Math:
This week we will with continue with the Common Core math standards and Cognitively Guided Instruction (CGI).  This week we will review the topics we covered over the last few weeks: place value of multi-digit whole numbers; comparing multi-digit whole Numbers and rounding multi-digit whole numbers. 
Students will have daily homework in math from Engage New York (Eureka math) in a worksheet form. You child is required to work on it for no more than 20 minutes. Also, I have sent home some of the worksheets that we worked on in class in the Tuesday envelope. Please note that we only work on portions of the worksheets so they may not be complete. If you child wants extra practice they can complete the additional problems at home but it is NOT required. 
There will be an end of the module assessment on Friday, September 18th.
· Music:
This week we will continue with music class. Students that have their instruments may bring them in. 






Sincerely,






Mrs. Kostan

